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building blocks of the proposal we will
pass today.

But Republicans knew the Nation
had no time—mo time—for conven-
tional political gamesmanship, so the
instant we released our first draft, I
created a series of bipartisan working
groups. I asked Republicans and Demo-
crats to work together around the
clock—literally, around the clock—to
make the bill even better.

By Sunday, we had an updated pro-
posal that was even stronger and con-
tained even more ideas, literally, from
both sides—both sides. Republicans and
Democrats have worked together to
dramatically strengthen and rework
unemployment insurance during this
crisis. We have worked together to
make sure lower income families could
receive the full cash assistance, and on
and on.

I will leave it to others to compare
the bipartisan Sunday bill to the final
version we will pass today and deter-
mine whether the last few changes
really required or merited 3 days of
delay—3 days of delay—in the face of
this worsening crisis. But that Wash-
ington drama does not matter any-
more. The Senate is going to stand to-
gether, act together, and pass this his-
toric relief package today.

Struggling Americans are going to go
to their mailboxes and find four-figure
checks to help with their bills. Why?
Because the Senate stepped up.

Many American families who have
poured everything into a restaurant or
a shop or a small manufacturer are
going to keep making payroll and keep
their businesses alive because this Sen-
ate stepped up.

Hundreds of thousands of workers in
key sectors who might well have been
laid off through no fault of their own
will, instead, get to keep their job and
continue their career because this Sen-
ate stepped up.

And, for the healthcare heroes who
leave their own sleeping children and
drive to the hospital for an all-night
shift, who spend hour after hour heal-
ing the sick, comforting strangers, and
literally battling this disease, there
will be more masks in their supply
closet, more funding for their hos-
pitals, and, soon, more new treatments
to administer to their patients because
this Senate stepped up.

So, today, the Senate will act to help
the people of this country weather this
storm. Nobody thinks legislation can
end this. We cannot outlaw the virus.

No economic policy could fully end
the hardship so long as the public
health requires that we put so much of
our Nation’s commerce on ice. This is
not even a stimulus package. It is
emergency relief—emergency relief.
That is what this is.

No, this fight is not going to be won
or lost in Washington. It is the Amer-
ican people who will beat this virus.
Americans will keep making sacrifices
to slow down the spread. Americans
will keep pitching in and looking after
each other. Americans will keep find-
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ing creative ways to stand united, even
if they have to stand 6 feet apart.

We will win this fight because of peo-
ple like Amy Jean Tyler, a stay-at-
home mom in Oldham County, KY, who
is leading a drive to sew cotton masks
for a local children’s hospital.

We will win this fight because of peo-
ple like Pastor Grant Hasty in Stearns,
KY, who is gathering volunteers to dis-
tribute more than 550 home-cooked
meals.

We will win this fight because of peo-
ple like Peg Hays, who runs a distillery
in Christian County, KY, and is tempo-
rarily converting her bourbon-making
facilities to churn out hand sanitizer.

We will win this fight because na-
tional companies are switching produc-
tion lines to make medical supplies be-
cause our largest high-tech companies
are partnering with the government to
throw supercomputing power right into
the race for vaccines.

We will win this fight because of fam-
ilies, neighbors, and church commu-
nities that cannot even worship to-
gether in person and because of small
businesses, big businesses, public
health Ph.D.s, and local entrepreneurs.

It has been 18 years since every
American was united in amazement
and prayer as firefighters and first re-
sponders rushed into burning buildings
on September 11, 2001.

In the coming days and weeks, our
Nation is going to meet new heroes.
Many may be police, firefighters, and
EMTSs once again. Many others will be
truckdrivers, grocery store clerks, and
pharmacists, who literally keep our
supply chains running; utility workers
and delivery drivers, who leave their
homes so everyone else can remain in
theirs; teachers, who somehow manage
to keep educating their students over
the internet while looking after their
own Kkids at the very same time. And,
most of all, we are going to meet a
whole lot of American heroes who wear
scrubs and masks and gloves—heroes
who rush toward the sick and wash
their hands until they bleed and work
around the clock to heal our friends
and our families.

When our Nation comes through this
and takes flight again on the other
side, it will be because American he-
roes won this fight. All the Senate can
do is to give them the resources to do
it, and that is exactly what we are
going to do today.

————
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provision of rule XXII, the
cloture motion with respect to the mo-
tion to proceed to H.R. 748 occur at a
time to be determined by the majority
leader in consultation with the Demo-
cratic leader during today’s session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MIDDLE CLASS HEALTH BENEFITS
TAX REPEAL ACT OF 2019—Motion
to Proceed—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 748, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 748) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise tax on
high cost employer-sponsored health cov-
erage.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, America
has never seen anything like this be-
fore. To think that half of the people
who live in the United States are under
some order to either stay home or at
least avoid contact with others is un-
heard of. This is an enemy—this
virus—the likes of which we have never
faced.

As strong and determined as our Na-
tion is when it comes to these chal-
lenges, this is unique, and it calls for
unique leadership. There are a lot of
critics of the U.S. Congress—for good
reason—but I think what we have dem-
onstrated in the last several weeks
since we have addressed this
coronavirus is that there is a capacity
for common sense, bipartisan work,
and a timeliness that is essential.

The first two measures were passed
in record time—one for $8 billion,
which opened the door for more med-
ical resources; the second, for $100 bil-
lion, which tried to guarantee to people
they would never have to pay to be
tested for coronavirus, that there
would be adequate food supplies during
this calamitous time, that we would
have resources sent to the States for
Medicaid reimbursement at new levels,
that we would also engage people with
family leave, as necessary, so that they
could stay out of the workplace if they
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felt badly, and that we would also have
an idea that we would come together as
a nation to move unemployment insur-
ance with dispatch. That passed, again,
in a timely way with a bipartisan vote.

And, then, we came to the third chal-
lenge—a challenge the likes of which I
have never seen in my time in Con-
gress, and I don’t imagine anyone else
has. We decided in a span of about 7
days to come up with a package of au-
thorizations and appropriations, which
is larger than the annual Federal budg-
et for domestic discretionary spending
in America. In 7 days we did what usu-
ally takes 12 months or longer, but we
knew we had to because the need is
that great and America was watching
and wondering if we could rise to that
challenge.

There were some bumps in the road,
and it is no surprise. An undertaking of
that magnitude with this kind of pres-
sure to get the job done quickly and
properly is bound to create differences
of opinion, and it did.

There were moments of anxiety on
the floor of the Senate. Those who have
followed C-SPAN have watched many
speeches that reflected the emotional
levels that were reached in this Cham-
ber, but the emotions in this Chamber
were not that different than the emo-
tions in most homes across America as
people worry about whether this illness
will touch their families and, if so, will
they be able to conquer it.

That emotion on the Senate floor led
us to further negotiations in an effort
to try to make a bill presented to us on
Sunday better 3 days later.

And that brings us to this moment.
History will judge, as the Senator from
Kentucky noted earlier, as to whether
there is an improvement that has been
made to this bill over the last 72 hours.
I will stand up and tell you I would tes-
tify definitely—definitely. Just con-
sider the first priority. We have to
make sure that hospitals and clinics
and healthcare providers at every level
in America are prepared to rise to this
challenge. And we know this is a chal-
lenge the likes of which we have never
seen.

When the Governor of New York sug-
gests that the hospitals of that great
State expand their capacity by 50 per-
cent as quickly as possible to take the
incoming patients from this COVID-19
virus—and be prepared, he said, to ex-
pand it by 100 percent—we appreciate
the magnitude of the challenge.

On the Democratic side, our leader
Senator SCHUMER has called it a Mar-
shall Plan for hospitals and healthcare.
I don’t think that is an exaggeration.
The bill that was presented to us on
Sunday envisioned some $75 billion for
that purpose, and many of us felt that
was not adequate, as large as that
number may be.

Today, we will bring a bill to the
floor that will increase that allocation
for healthcare from the $75 billion in
the bill just 3 days ago to $130 billion.
Is it enough? Probably not, unless God
spares us from the spread of this dis-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ease even further in the United States.
It says to those who are anxiously ex-
panding their resources, expanding the
number of beds, bringing in retired
medical personnel—as the Governor
from Illinois, J.B. Pritzker, is doing—
that we hear them and are providing
them the resources to go to work to
fight this challenge we face at every
corner of the United States.

The second thing that we set out to
do when the bill was presented on Sun-
day was to expand the opportunity for
unemployment insurance. Some have
criticized us on the floor and said:
Don’t get into structural changes.
Well, you couldn’t expand unemploy-
ment insurance without getting into a
structural change because the system,
which affects only a small percentage
of Americans, is not adequate in most
cases to keep a family together. If you
lose your job and try to live on that
unemployment check, it is hard to do.
People lose their homes over that and
their cars. They can’t pay their utility
bills.

So what we have done has been de-
scribed as putting unemployment bene-
fits on steroids. The amount of money
that is going to be sent to families who
were furloughed, laid off, or unem-
ployed is dramatically bigger than it
would have been if we hadn’t restruc-
tured unemployment compensation. At
the same time, the President and the
White House suggested direct cash pay-
ments. We never argued against those
but said it is just a down payment. It is
just a single check. We believe unem-
ployment insurance is going to be a
guarantee of payments in months to
come.

Since Sunday, we expanded the pe-
riod of additional unemployment com-
pensation from 3 months to 4 months.
There is a big price on that, of course,
but we think it is reasonable to give
people peace of mind that for 4 months
they will be able to keep their families
together as we work our way through
these medical challenges and, God will-
ing, see our economy back on its feet.
I hope that happens. I hope it is even
sooner, but we are prepared for 4
months.

The third thing we set out to do is
one that is near and dear to me in my
State and, I will bet, in most other
States. We set out to compensate the
States and some localities, counties,
and cities that are spending substan-
tial sums of money because of the
COVID-19 threats they are facing.

Let’s face it. For the most part, our
Governors have been on the frontline of
defense over the last several weeks
when it has come to America’s
healthcare. They have done excep-
tional things, and they have been
called on to spend money in ways they
never dreamed of. For example, unem-
ployment benefits, which involve State
payments in many respects, have
mushroomed and skyrocketed—some-
times 10 times the number they were
just last year at the same time.

My Governor and others—mayors and
the leaders of county government—
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have come forward and asked: Are you
going to help us? We are spending a lot
of money because of this COVID-19.

This bill does it. It was not an easy
task. We had to convince the other side
that it was money well spent, and I am
happy to report that, on a bipartisan
basis, we reached that agreement. As it
should, some $150 million will be going
to these State and local governments.
Those are things that I believe will
move us down the path toward resolv-
ing this challenge in America and
doing it in the proper way—always
keeping in mind that the welfare of
workers and their families is of para-
mount concern.

First is the investment on the med-
ical side to stop the onslaught. Second
is the support for families and workers
across America.

There are some items that are still
being debated on the floor here. You
heard it in the early statements by the
majority leader, and they relate to the
benefits to be given to businesses in
order to keep them moving forward.

We all understand the aviation indus-
try is at the heart of the American
economy—an engine to move it, in one
respect, and a reflection of its activity
in another respect. That aviation in-
dustry is flat on its back. Some 80 to 90
percent of the passenger load has dis-
appeared. Hundreds of thousands of em-
ployees in the airline industry have
come to us and asked for help. We are
prepared to do that, and it is part of
the package that will come before us.

The administration also asked for re-
sources to be loaned to other busi-
nesses that need a helping hand. I am
not opposed to that. Some are, but I
am not. Yet I do believe that account-
ability and transparency are essential.

Since Sunday, we have dramatically
changed this package so that there will
be transparency and accountability on
a timely basis as decisions are made by
this administration to allocate these
taxpayer funds to help these compa-
nies. Some of us learned a bitter lesson
in the past when benefits were given to
corporations, and they were misused
for stock buybacks and dividends and
profiteering at a time of great national
need. We don’t want to repeat that
story. We want to make certain that
the taxpayer dollars being invested in
these corporations are really designed
to get them back on their feet and the
economy moving forward for the ben-
efit of everyone who lives in this coun-
try. Accountability and transparency
are essential, and I believe this new
agreement—some 3 days after the
original one was proposed—is an im-
provement.

Credit should be given to both sides
for many of the things that I just men-
tioned, because Democrats and Repub-
licans have had to agree for this to
make the final package. Yet we believe
what we will vote on this afternoon—
and I believe we will enjoy strong bi-
partisan support on the floor of the
Senate—will be a dramatic improve-
ment over the last 72 hours. I give cred-
it to both sides. We believe some of
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these ideas were essential, and that is
why we voted as we did on the floor.
Yet to reach this agreement and bring
it forward, it took both sides.

I salute my colleagues, starting, of
course, with the Democratic leader,
Senator SCHUMER. He has put in some
hours. I can’t tell you how many times
I stepped into his office, and Michelle,
his assistant, told me he was in with
Secretary Mnuchin. They spent days
together—going until 12 midnight and
starting fresh early in the morning—to
try to reach an agreement, which I be-
lieve we finally have done—finally.
There are just a few little items left,
but I don’t think they will hold us up.

So, to Senator SCHUMER and his staff,
to all of my colleagues, and to the
ranking members who pitched in with
their committees of jurisdiction to try
to come up with good ideas and to sell
them in a bipartisan agreement, that
was an exceptional amount of work.

I give special credit, too, to the
staff—to my own and to those of the
others—who have come to work in this
dangerous moment. We are being told
to stay home, to telework from home
when you have to and when you can. In
some cases, you can’t. Those who have
shown up at the Capitol, including the
staff who is here today on the floor,
have come at risk, and we know that—
at risk to their own health and the
health of their family members and
others whom they love, as we do. So I
thank them for this.

I understand that we may be gone for
several weeks, and I think that it is ap-
propriate. But for a national emer-
gency that would call us back—and we
will come back if that is necessary—I
think we should take some time away
from one another and away from the
Capitol to really mind to our own
health and the well-being of our own
families and work back home as best
we can, by teleconferencing and in
other ways, to let people know what we
have done with this new legislation.

I hope that during this period of
time, I can engage my colleagues in
thinking about another issue. I and
Senator PORTMAN, the Republican from
Ohio, have introduced legislation that
at this moment in history calls for at
least an inquiry into remote voting or
some different approach to voting that
doesn’t require our physical presence
on the floor in times of national emer-
gency. It just makes sense.

The fact is, our meetings of the Sen-
ate almost every single day have vio-
lated the CDC guidelines that tell us
not to gather in a group of 10 or more.
Yet we come to the floor because we
have to—because this is life and death
when it comes to this legislation we
are considering—and because we know
what our jobs are. We can find a better
way to do this in the 21st century by
using the technology that is available
in so many different ways in order to
have verifiable, accurate, honest vot-
ing for those who cannot or should not
physically be present on the floor.

I have spoken to Elizabeth
MacDonough, the Parliamentarian of
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the Senate, and her staff and want to
engage in a conversation. What we
know is that this is historic, and it
really is a dramatic change from what
we have done in the past, but I don’t
think it is unrealistic. I think it re-
flects the reality of where we are today
with the public health crisis. It may re-
flect the reality of tomorrow, which
could be some different national emer-
gency or, God forbid, some terrorist ac-
tivity that keeps us away from this
Capitol Building when we still have
work to do.

I thank Senator PORTMAN; Senator
KLOBUCHAR, who has really been one of
the leaders in this effort; and Senator
SCHATZ, who I know is a cosponsor. We
are now up to close to 20 cosponsors, on
a bipartisan basis, to move forward in
this change in the Senate rules. I hope
we can have conference calls during the
time that we are physically away from
the Capitol and move this idea forward.
The House is considering the same
thing as well.

Now is the time to do it. It is time to
bring this great body—the U.S. Sen-
ate—into the 21st century when it
comes to executing our constitutional
responsibility without endangering
anyone, especially Members and their
staffs and families.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, for
families, for healthcare workers, for
small businesses, and for people who
are waking up today all across the
country who are asking ‘“What is
next?”’ I believe that today we can re-
port there is good news.

The resolve and determination of this
Senate, working in a bipartisan way
and working with the White House, has
delivered a rescue plan—a rescue plan
for the American people and for Amer-
ican healthcare workers.

We are going to pass new authorities,
new resources, and new programs today
to deal with two crises that we as a na-
tion are facing. One is the medical cri-
sis, the coronavirus, and the other is
the economic crisis that is as a direct
result of the medical crisis we are fac-
ing.

This Senate is providing an over-
whelming and massive healthcare and
economic response package. We are
doing both. We have to do both at the
same time, as it is a rescue operation
for the resources that our healthcare
providers need and the resources that
our economy needs. The healthcare re-
sources are going to be surging for
communities all around the country—
every one of the 50 States is affected—
with there being over $100 billion for
our hospitals and the heroes who are
taking care of coronavirus patients.

As the Presiding Officer knows, I am
a physician and have practiced medi-
cine for a long time in Wyoming. Peo-
ple go into medicine so they can do a
number of things, but when people go
into medicine, what we expect of our
healthcare providers is for them to
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save lives, to cure the sick, and to pre-
vent disease.

For all of those men and women who
are working in this profession, I will
tell you that this will be their finest
hour. We are hearing about heroes all
over the country, and that is going to
continue as long as this crisis is in ef-
fect because that is what we are asking
them to do every day—to save lives,
heal the sick, and prevent disease.

We see that with our public health
officers who are out there, trying to
prevent disease. We see it in commu-
nities. Day and night, we see people
trying to heal the sick and to save
lives in the hospitals. What they are
asking from us are for resources, and
that is now going to be provided in the
bill that we are going to pass today
that will hopefully soon be on the
President’s desk.

We are also surging dollars to indi-
viduals, to families, to businesses, and
to distressed parts of our economy—di-
rect money: $1,200 per individual, $500
per child—take a look at that—and $350
billion in bridge loans and grants to
small and medium-sized businesses.

We are providing unemployment in-
surance to workers—people who were
working and were ready to go to work
the next day but were not able to be-
cause of the medical crisis affecting us.
So this will be to make sure that work-
ers who are not able to work right now
are made whole.

We held the line against so many of
the ideological issues that the Demo-
crats and specifically the Speaker of
the House tried to put into this legisla-
tion. We made it clear that lives were
at stake. Those are debates for another
day. The crisis is upon us, and the res-
cue work needs to be done.

I believe time was wasted. We should
have passed this last Sunday. Time was
wasted, and it was time the American
people didn’t have, but we are working
on this action plan today.

Pass the Senate bill today to sta-
bilize American jobs and to surge
healthcare resources to the frontlines.
The House cannot delay. The House
needs to get this passed today and sent
to the President of the United States
for his signature today. America
should not wake up tomorrow and have
to watch and wait and worry to see if
the House is going to pass this bill. The
House needs to act today. The Amer-
ican people need that reassurance
today.

Everyone—families, young people—
has committed to slowing the spread
for the remainder of the 15-day window.
There is about a week longer to go.
And people are doing it all around the
country. People are going to continue
to ramp up the manufacturing of med-
ical equipment—masks, ventilators,
respirators, tests—to save lives. People
are going to keep cutting redtape and
pressing on scientific and medical
breakthroughs for treatments and vac-
cines.

Going forward—and I see the minor-
ity leader on the floor—we need to take
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a long, hard look at our supply chain.
China has been exposed. We cannot
allow ourselves ever again to be in any
way dependent on China for medicines,
for materials, or for minerals.

My focus, along with what I know to
be the President’s focus, is to bring
America back stronger than ever be-
fore. We are a strong and resilient na-
tion. We will get through this. Our
country’s healthcare infrastructure
and our economic resolve are today
being tested. We will defeat the virus,
and we will be back stronger than ever.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
come to the floor to thank my col-
leagues for all of their hard work on
this legislation and to urge my col-
leagues to move forward today because
the State of Washington desperately
needs this help.

When I think about this package that
has been crafted literally since Satur-
day starting at about 10 o’clock and
when I think about the people who had
run to collaborate—yes, there were
many challenges to that collabora-
tion—I also think about the people who
are on the frontlines in the State of
Washington who have paid such a
heavy price—from the factory worker
we just lost in Everett, WA, to the
COVID-19 disease; to the grocer at the
Leschi Market, who was just trying to
help deliver groceries to a needing pub-
lic; to the pathologist at the Univer-
sity of Washington who was a leader in
this field but who also lost his life.
Real sacrifice and real, crushing blows
have been dealt snce December.

But today we are responding with
more help for our States. We are giving
them more money for hospitals, more
money for the frontline with protective
gear, more money for testing, and more
money to support them as they con-
tinue the effort to try to stop this dis-
ease.

It is so important that we give State
and local governments and Tribes the
resources they need to be on the
frontlines in fighting this disease, and
I thank our Governor, Governor Inslee,
for leading that charge every single
day in trying to focus our response on
this disease.

Because we were the site of the first
COVID-19 case, we have been at this
since January 21, and the sadness we
have all felt over the Kirkland nursing
home, where we lost so many patients,
we hope will be a lesson for the rest of
the Nation to pay attention to the seri-
ousness of this virus.

We are also here today, though—be-
sides giving that frontline support to
States, to cities, to counties, and to
our healthcare delivery system—to say
that we want to try to lessen the eco-
nomic impacts of a shelter-in-place or
social distancing.

Our businesses, small businesses,
have been hit hard. Our restaurants,
our other businesses that have shut
down, that don’t have the same re-
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sources to come to Washington, DC,
and to lobby for aid and support, are
counting on us to create a program
that small businesses can get both
grants and loans. So the $360 billion in
this program I hope SBA will help dis-
patch with urgency to those businesses
that have complied and have done their
best to keep their employees while also
shutting down their business.

We also know that the unemploy-
ment benefits in this package, which
will be for an additional 4 months, will
be a boost for people who are unem-
ployed, and the expansion of that defi-
nition to cover those who are part of a
gig economy who may not have been
covered in the past is important to give
people the safety net to make it
through this process.

I wish we would have come to terms
on even allowing for COBRA enhance-
ments, particularly for the aerospace
sector. I will be filing a bill today to
make sure that as we continue to move
through this crisis, we think about
those who are going to have a shift—
are laid off, as we have seen in recent
days in Everett, WA—so that they, too,
could have healthcare beyond just 1
month of a COBRA health plan. It is so
important in fighting this disease that
we not only take care of unemploy-
ment benefits, but we also make sure
people in unemployment have access to
healthcare. We can’t be in the midst of
a pandemic and not give people afford-
able access to healthcare.

I also thank my colleagues for other
provisions of this package that are
helping in giving individual taxpayers
relief in the sense of a rebate check.
Not only will individuals get a rebate
check of $1,200, but families will get a
rebate check of $2,400 that should help
those who have been hit hardest by
this disease in these days in which we
are sheltering in place in the State of
Washington.

There are so many more things we
need to do, and while I support the ele-
ments of supporting the aviation indus-
try in this package, I wish we would
have gotten more requirements on the
airline industries for the grant section
of this bill. I personally believe that in
the future in a healthier airline indus-
try, they should pay money back to the
Federal Government.

We certainly should be protecting the
workforce during this time period, and
that is what is most important—to
make sure that an airline doesn’t take
money from the Federal Government
or go into bankruptcy and shortchange
the workers and the workforce, as has
been done in previous packages for
them.

I fully support, though, the Iloan
guarantee program and the loan guar-
antees that are so important and so
qualified in this package to have very
specific requirements to them.

I also want to thank my colleagues
from the Banking Committee who
worked hard on provisions in this legis-
lation to make sure there was more
transparency in the process for who got
access to the loans in this package.
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While we think of the processes we
have been through before on TARP and
the processes we have been through be-
fore on other lending, our colleagues
here on this side of the aisle made sure
that there were better requirements for
oversight, inspector generals’ account-
ing of the resources, and to make sure
that we knew exactly where these dol-
lars were being spent.

I know Treasury will have its hands
full, but because of Democrats, we will
have more transparency in exactly how
those dollars go out the door.

So I want to thank Leader SCHUMER
and his staff for working so diligently
on this package. It has been a very hec-
tic couple of days.

And I would say a special thanks to
the Commerce Committee staff, to
David Strickland, Melissa Porter,
David Martin, Ronce Almond, who lit-
erally have been camped out for—prob-
ably since last Saturday, working and
perfecting the language in these sec-
tions related to aviation.

As I said, there is more work to do,
and we all know there is more work to
do. I know I want to continue the fight
for the aviation supply chain, to make
sure that when we come out of this cri-
sis after an economic downturn around
the globe, the United States is well po-
sitioned to return the supply chain
workforce to building one of America’s
best products—airplanes. One of Amer-
ica’s greatest—actually, America’s sin-
gle largest export is airplanes. But to
do that, we are going to have to get
through this crisis and protect what we
think needs to be continued healthcare
access for those laid-off workers.

So let’s get these dollars to the front-
line, to our hospitals, to our States, for
better equipment, for more supplies.
Let’s support them in doing what they
do best, helping to fight this disease
and seeing this through to the other
side of America’s challenge.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I want
to thank the Senator from Washington
for her hard and diligent work. No
one—no one—fought harder for the
State of Washington, which, like my
State of New York, is in such crisis,
than the two Senators from Wash-
ington, and I thank Senator CANTWELL
for her great work up and down the
line. Whether it was the government,
the companies, the people of Wash-
ington State, she was there.

Now, I say to the American people:
Help is on the way—big help, quick
help. I say to the American people: Be-
cause Democrats insisted on making
this bill better, we can now call it a
bill that puts workers first, not cor-
porations; that has a Marshall plan for
hospitals; and that has accountability,
transparency, and watchdogs over
much of the lending that is in this bill.

Now, in 6 days of shuttle diplomacy
and here, in these mostly now-empty
corridors, we have shaped a bipartisan
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agreement on the largest rescue pack-
age in American history, which was
sealed last night a few minutes after 1
in the morning, when Leader McCON-
NELL and I came to the floor to an-
nounce we had an agreement.

It was not a moment of celebration
but, rather, one of necessity. Facing an
unprecedented crisis, it was the duty of
the Senate to produce bipartisan legis-
lation to send an immediate infusion of
resources to our public health systems,
State and local governments, small
business and American workers.

As I said, from the start, Democrats
had two main goals: a Marshall Plan
for public health workers and hospitals
on the frontline and putting workers
first, not corporations.

Had we not asked for the Republican
Party to recognize us by not going for-
ward on these first two votes, this bill
would have been much worse. Our ac-
tions made it much better—not every-
thing we wanted but much, much bet-
ter, and we are proud as a caucus and
united as a caucus at the job we have
done to improve this legislation be-
cause, after all, this legislation will be
with us not for days and not for weeks,
not even for months, but probably for
years. To improve this legislation was
worth taking an extra day or two, im-
proving it after the Republican leader
just put it down without consulting us
and tried to say take it or leave it.

Like all compromises, this bill is far
from perfect, but we believe the legis-
lation has improved sufficiently to
warrant its quick consideration and
passage. Because many Democrats and
Republicans were willing to do the seri-
ous and hard work, the bill is much
better than when we started, and start-
ing yesterday morning, we all came to-
gether to get this bill done. We worked
in a bipartisan way, as this body should
have worked and should work, and here
we are.

Once the language is ready, Demo-
crats are ready to speed up the consid-
eration of the bill as much as possible.
We believe the legislation has been im-
proved sufficiently to warrant its quick
consideration and passage. I expect the
Senate can get the job done in the new
few hours.

Now, the American people watching
should know what is in this bill, which
has undergone many revisions over the
past 48 hours.

Many of the programs and funding
authorities that are being finalized as
we speak will go to them directly, the
American people, and could make the
difference in the next few months be-
tween putting food on the table and
going hungry, between surviving this
period of unemployment and financial
ruin.

So let me briefly run through the
major components of the bill. First, as
I mentioned, a Marshall Plan for the
American medical system is now un-
derway. This agreement will inject $150
billion into our hospitals and health
system, headlined by a new $100 billion
fund to provide our health system with
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whatever it needs to fight back. The
grants in that fund will be available to
everyone who is fighting coronavirus—
hospitals, nursing homes, community
health centers, and all types of Med-
icaid providers and safety net pro-
viders.

It includes funding for personal pro-
tective equipment, testing supplies, a
surge in our healthcare workforce, ad-
ditional Medicare funding, research
into coronavirus treatments and more.
The funding will literally act as a life-
line as the number of COVID-19 cases
continues to climb.

So as I said, a Marshall Plan for the
American medical system is now un-
derway.

Second, workers first. Millions of
workers, through no fault of their own,
are losing paychecks, with no way to
cover their daily expenses and monthly
bills. Coming to their rescue is a pro-
gram Democrats devised to boost un-
employment insurance. We call it un-
employment insurance on steroids.

The agreement increases the max-
imum unemployment benefit by $600
per week and ensures that laid-off
workers, on average, will receive their
full pay for 4 months.

These benefits will be much easier to
access and will be expanded to include
part-time, self-employed, freelancers,
and gig economy workers.

And the new program has a second—
the first job of this program: Get
money into the pockets of people who
are losing their jobs through no fault
of their own, and it will come quickly
and generously. But it has a second
purpose. It will also allow companies to
furlough workers so that they can stay
on as employees, so when, God willing,
this crisis abates, they can quickly re-
sume work with their employer and
businesses can reassemble.

When this crisis is over, we don’t
want every worker who is losing their
job to scatter to the winds, and so
many good businesses, through no fault
of their own, will fall apart. By keeping
them on furlough, paying them, the
businesses can reassemble quickly.

This proposal, unemployment insur-
ance on steroids, will be the greatest
expansion of unemployed benefits in
decades—a social safety net wide
enough to catch the millions of Amer-
ican workers who became unemployed
virtually overnight, woven with fiber
strong enough to hold them through
the worst of this crisis.

As I said, we are going to pass unem-
ployment insurance on steroids.

Third, oversight, transparency, and
accountability of all loans made to cor-
porations. The Republican bill initially
put the focus on rescuing industry and
did not do enough to protect the hun-
dreds upon hundreds of thousands of
workers those industries employ. But
as a result of our negotiations, Demo-
crats have secured crucial worker pro-
tections throughout the bill as condi-
tions to rescuing large companies, in-
cluding incentives for businesses to
keep workers on the payroll during the
crisis.
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For the nearly 2 million airline em-
ployees, Democrats have also secured
direct payroll payments to keep you on
the job. Your collective bargaining
rights will be protected, and airlines
will not be allowed to spend any grant
money on stock buybacks or CEO
bonus pay for the life of the grant plus
1 year.

Democrats also secured tough new
requirements on Federal grants and
loans to any industry: no stock
buybacks for the length of any loan
provided by the Treasury, plus 1 addi-
tional year; restrictions on any in-
creases to executive compensation; a
requirement to protect collective bar-
gaining agreements; Democrats se-
cured a prohibition on any Trump Or-
ganization business or any business
controlled by any other government
leaders from receiving a loan from this
bill.

We compelled the creation of Treas-
ury Department Special Inspector Gen-
eral to provide oversight of Treasury
loans and investments, an account-
ability committee to protect taxpayer
dollars, and a congressional oversight
Commission as well.

There will be much needed trans-
parency in these requirements as well.
The Treasury Secretary must, by law,
make public quickly the names and
terms of loans or other assistance to
corporate borrowers. I believe it was
Justice Brandeis, who said: Sunlight is
the great disinfectant. If any of these
loans look untoward, if any of these
loans don’t look right, or if any of
these loans are going where they
shouldn’t be going, the Congress and
government will know quickly, and
that will put pressure on the Treasury
Secretary not to do them and certainly
not to repeat them.

Fourth, resources for State, local,
and Tribal governments that are car-
rying the weight of their overburdened
health networks on their budgets is
there. This came down to the wire. My
Republican friends didn’t want to do it,
but I am glad they acceded to our wish-
es here because local governments are
hurting. They are spending more
money than they have ever spent and
at the same time their tax revenues
have declined. So we must help our
local governments, and we will in this
legislation. It will be distributed be-
tween both the local governments,
county governments, and the State. In
the end, State and local governments
will now get $150 billion, with $8 billion
set aside for Tribal governments. The
relief is desperately needed because
State revenues have dried up almost
overnight, leaving them with unten-
able choices about how to allocate
their healthcare and other resources.

Fifth, urgent help for small busi-
nesses. My dad was a small business-
man, an exterminator. He used to pace
the floor Sunday nights at 2 a.m. be-
cause he didn’t want to go to work. I
know small businesspeople suffer under
normal times, let alone these difficult
times. This bill offers $350 billion in
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loan forgiveness grants to small busi-
nesses to keep their existing workforce
and to help pay for things like rent,
mortgages, and utilities. It provides $10
billion in emergency grants to provide
immediate relief for small business op-
erating costs.

Of course, there are many things be-
sides in this bill. Those were the five
things we pushed for. Small business
was much in the bill that Leader
McCoNNELL put forward. All the rest,
we as Democrats have pushed hard for
and gotten in the bill.

Now there are other things too: sup-
port for American families, including
childcare, education, senior care, hous-
ing and more. One thing of particular
importance to my State is public tran-
sit. The MTA is drowning after such a
steep and sudden 1loss of ridership.
Democrats asked for and now have se-
cured a $25 billion life preserver to
keep those public transit systems
afloat as well. It is not just big cities.
The bus systems in rural areas will de-
pend on this as well.

The bottom line is this. This bipar-
tisan agreement will provide more re-
sources to our public health system
and protect American workers of all
stripes.

Now, as I have said before, this bill is
far from perfect. Many flaws remain,
some serious; but by no stretch of the
imagination is this the bill Democrats
would have written had we been in the
majority. If Democrats held the pen,
we would have designed the assistance
to troubled industries in a completely
different way. We would have added
even more support for Medicaid, hos-
pitals, community health centers,
nursing homes, and new patient protec-
tions to ensure that everyone with
coronavirus can access and afford
treatment. We would have increased
food assistance. We would have in-
cluded more relief for student bor-
rowers and prohibitions on evictions
and foreclosures on Americans for the
duration of the crisis. We have gotten
many of those but not all on evictions
and foreclosures. We would have put
workers first in every single part of the
bill.

That is what we tried to do here as
much as possible, but Senate Demo-
crats are not in the majority. We knew
this bill had to pass muster with the
Republican administration, and a fail-
ure to reach an agreement in this time
of deepening, serious, painful national
crisis was simply not an option. We
have before us an imperfect bill but a
necessary one. Despite its flaws, it is
far better than where we started, and it
is time to pass it.

Now, before I yield the floor. There
are some people I have to recognize:
the Republican chairs and the Demo-
cratic ranking members and their
staffs who have worked diligently on
this legislation; Senators Leahy,
Cardin, Shaheen, Warren, Reed, Peters,
and Wyden, and so many more I could
name—the whole caucus and their en-
tire staffs—thank you. This bill is bet-
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ter because of your long hours and hard
work. The floor staff who kept this
Chamber open and running at all
hours, we thank you.

Secretary Mnuchin, Eric Ueland,
MARK MEADOWS, and their staffs, who
have spent more time in my office than
they care to admit, thank you.

To my staff, I am blessed with the
greatest staff a Senator could have.
They are so dedicated to the public
good. They are so dedicated to this
country. You should have seen them
working. Gerry Petrella and Meghan
Taira have a little baby at home. Both
of them have important roles in my
staff. They met here. They got mar-
ried. They are still here. They worked
day in and day out—but so was every-
body else—so was everybody else. I
want to thank my staff. If the Amer-
ican people saw the work you did, they
would be so proud. So thank you from
the bottom of my heart.

Our colleagues and our staffs have
committed themselves in this way be-
cause they understand the sacrifices
being made by the American people in
homes and hospitals across this great
Nation: the working families who are
at home missing paychecks, playing
teacher and provider and caregiver all
at once; the thousands of Americans
who are volunteering to help under-
staffed medical facilities; the small
business owners who are watching the
labor of their lives evaporating in an
instant but are still paying their work-
ers as much as they can manage; the
nurses and doctors and healthcare
workers who know better than anyone
the risk of contracting this disease by
treating infected patients, who go to
work every day working longer shifts
to do God’s work anyway. To them and
to all Americans, I say this: Help is on
the way. Big help, quick help.

We are going to take up this bill and
pass it to care for those who are now
caring for us and help carry millions of
Americans through these dark times.

This is certainly not the end of our
work here in Congress but rather the
end of the beginning. The crisis con-
tinues to deepen. There will be difficult
days ahead and the worst may be yet to
come and we certainly may have to
come back and do further legislation,
but we know right now help is on the
way, and we will not stop working
until we see our Nation through this
time of extraordinary challenge.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, it is
great to be back on the floor of the
U.S. Senate. It is a heavy obligation
that we have before us.

On March 17, I was contacted by the
Tri-County Health Department to no-
tify me that on March 11 I had been in
a meeting with a Coloradan who later
tested positive for COVID-19, and at
the advice of the Tri-County Health
Department and the attending physi-
cian in the Capitol, I entered self-quar-
antine to protect my colleagues, our
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community, and our family. That time
has now expired as of this morning.

I certainly regret the fact that I
missed a vote that passed 90 to 8 to
complete phase 2 of our help to address
COVID-19. I wish I had been here be-
cause the vote would have been 91 to 8.
Throughout that time I was in quar-
antine, I had an opportunity to visit
with thousands and thousands of Colo-
radans through telephone townhalls in
every congressional district to hear
from individuals who have lost their
jobs, to hear from business owners who
were terrified about what happens
next, to hear from parents who are at
home with their kids who are out of
school, not knowing if they go back at
all to school; how to figure out how
Zoom works, how to figure out how
Skype works, how to figure out how
technology works to teach their kids
at home.

Throughout this process I adopted a
three-pronged approach to what we
must do as a country to get through
the crisis at hand. No. 1, we have to ad-
dress the immediate health epidemic:
what we are doing to, as the experts
say, ‘‘flatten the curve’” to stop the
spread; to provide the resources, the
tests, the protective equipment that we
need through our States to make sure
that they can fight this invisible virus;
what we can be doing to give them the
tools and the skills they need for the
heroic efforts of our frontline
healthcare providers—the doctors,
nurses, clerical staff, janitors, classi-
fied workers—all of the people who
have been so heroic to provide
healthcare to our people. That is phase
1, making sure we stop this epidemic
and address the needs of the American
people.

Prong 2 of this three-pronged ap-
proach is about making sure that we
provide individuals with immediate as-
sistance: people who are terrified about
what happens to their job, how they
are going to make ends meet, what
they are going to do to put food on the
table, how they are going to pay their
rent, how they are going to pay their
mortgage, will they have a restaurant
to go back to. That is prong 2 of this
approach.

Prong 3, of course, is to get our busi-
nesses up and running again to make
sure that when this health epidemic is
over—this health emergency is over,
we can make sure we have an economy
that snaps back and runs strong. We
will do that because we as a country
will rise together. We will do it united.
We will do it because we in this coun-
try know how to overcome great chal-
lenges.

We are taking these measures to
quarantine and self-isolate not because
we are fearful of the virus, not because
we are afraid of what will happen if we
don’t, but we are doing it out of love
for each other. We are doing it out of
love for our neighbors, community, our
parents, our grandparents, and our
children.
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We take the guidance of health ex-
perts and public policy experts seri-
ously because we want to share that
love with people to stop the spread so
that we can avoid the surge that can
overwhelm our healthcare systems be-
cause we know, under the best case sce-
narios—the best case scenarios—we are
looking at a situation that can utilize
95 percent of every hospital bed in this
country for the next year. We do this
out of love for each other and for our
community and to protect one another.

In Colorado right now, we have
roughly 1,000-plus confirmed COVID-19
patients. We have lost 12, perhaps more
by the time I am giving this speech
today, in Colorado. These lives, those
who have tested positive, their loved
ones are all in my prayers today.

The Governor of Colorado obviously
is issuing the emergency declarations.
I spoke with the Governor a few min-
utes ago to talk about how we can con-
tinue to provide the resources that Col-
orado needs. Over 2 million people
across the Denver metro area are now
in some kind of a shelter-in-place
order, ordered to stay at home.

Our Nation is uneasy, our future is
uncertain, and the level of anxiety that
our country faces is the highest I have
ever seen it, but we don’t need to have
uneasiness about our future because we
will rise together; we will come to-
gether as a nation to overcome this.

We know that our future, the future
of this Nation, will be prosperous
again; that our economy will be thriv-
ing again; that our communities will
be able to celebrate what we have over-
come because that is what we do in
this great Nation. We rise. We rise to-
gether. We stand together.

Coloradans have stepped up in every
way Dpossible. In a uniquely Colorado
way, you have hemp businesses that
are now producing cotton swabs for
medical needs; you have whiskey dis-
tilleries that are producing hand sani-
tizers for hospitals and for home
healthcare; we have protective equip-
ment that is being donated by the Den-
ver Broncos and by the marijuana in-
dustry and by so many other businesses
across the State of Colorado which are
stepping up in ways that make all of us
proud. They are checking on their
neighbors. They are checking on their
friends. They are making sure that el-
derly people in their church whom they
have met are OK, making sure that we
check in with our loved ones and those
around us.

We have been able to get successful
tests up and running in different places
across Colorado, helping different orga-
nizations and different healthcare fa-
cilities find new ways to process this
overwhelming burden.

As this place has passed phase 1,
which gave millions of dollars to the
State of Colorado and so many States
around the country, and as we passed
phase 2, which prepared additional
testing and nutrition programs and
other ways to meet this challenge, we
now turn to phase 3.
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Phase 3 addresses all three prongs of
my approach and addresses the health
emergency. It addresses assistance to
individuals, and it addresses the ability
of our economy and businesses to snap
back when we address this health
emergency. It needs to pass now. It
should have passed days ago.

I don’t think the American people
give a hoot whether this idea was a Re-
publican idea or a Democratic idea. I
can tell you that on my tele-townhalls
I did and in my conversations I have
had with American people around the
State of Colorado, they haven’t once
said to me ‘“Well, we hope the Repub-
lican-only version passes’ or ‘“We hope
the Democratic-only version passes.”
That is not what they are saying. They
are saying ‘“‘Do your doggone job be-
cause we are scared about what hap-
pens next.”

So pass the relief that we need to get
them back on their feet, to make sure
they know they are going to be able to
have food on the table and to pay rent.
I can’t imagine what somebody who for
50 years built a small business must be
going through every hour we delay,
wondering if that b50-year dream is
going to stand and survive.

Shame on the people around here
who said ‘“You know what, let’s have 1
more day of delay, 1 more hour of
delay’ because a Republican could get
their way or a Democrat could get
their way. When I was at home, not
once did I hear anybody say ‘‘Could
you stall a little bit more for partisan
purposes?’’

The American people are rising above
the fray. They are meeting this chal-
lenge in the spirit that I hear in every
conversation I have. They are donating
blood. They are sharing that love I
talked about with their neighbors and
their communities. They are figuring
out new ways to be together even when
we are supposed to stand apart. That is
what the American people are doing.
And we are bickering about phase 3.

We will have phase 4 and phase 5, but
do you know what we have done? In-
stead of patting ourselves on the back,
do you know what we have done? We
have managed to get back, I hope, to
the starting 1line. We didn’t run
through the tape. We haven’t finished
the job. We have made it, I hope, to a
place where we can now know we are
back at the line and we can run to-
gether to fix what will be tremendous
needs and to address the tremendous
needs of this country and to answer the
anxiety every single one of our con-
stituents has. That is what Congress
should do. That is what Congress must
do. I am glad and I will be proud to
vote for this bill today because we have
to get this job done, and there is more
work to do.

We have to make sure people under-
stand that the recovery benefits they
are going to be receiving will help an-
swer that anxiety, to hopefully give
them hope, and that the new categories
of unemployment insurance that have
been created under this will also give
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them the ability to know it is going to
be OK, to know that the small business
loans that are being made available
will help that restaurant stay in busi-
ness.

You know, I talked to Eve in Aurora,
and she didn’t know how she was going
to survive because, yes, she converted
her whole business to takeout, but she
didn’t know how successful that would
be.

To Roberta in Pueblo, who had the
same questions about how her res-
taurant was going to survive, this
small business loan will be able to help
people pay payroll, to bring those back
onto payroll whom they may have let
g0 because they didn’t know how they
were going to make ends meet, to pay
them, to pay their utilities, to pay
their rent, to pay their mortgages, and
to have that loan forgiven to keep this
economy in a place where it will be vi-
brant again because that is what we do
in this country. We don’t look back; we
look forward. And in Colorado, we look
up at that great Rocky Mountain hori-
zon, and we don’t look down. We look
up, and we see the next horizon, and we
strive for that optimistic next day.
That is what we do in Colorado, and I
know this country does the same.

You know, I talked to a 70-year-old
Coloradan in Weld County, CO, who, on
a tele-townhall—you could hear it in
her voice. She didn’t know what she
was supposed to do because she was
older than the experts say should be
out and not following guidance, but,
she said: I can’t find the disinfectants
and the cleaners that I need. How do I
find that? So we were able to find her
relief.

The grocery stores have stepped up,
and they have provided special hours
for people. They are delivering to peo-
ple like the woman I spoke to. They
are providing information to their
communities. They have clerks, they
have cashiers, and they have people
stocking the shelves who are on the
frontlines of this fight as well, keeping
our communities safe. So to all of
them, I say thank you for the work you
are doing each and every day.

It is important to recognize in this
country that we have seen great chal-
lenges. I remember my grandmother,
who passed away this past year, talk-
ing about her experiences in the Great
Depression. This country has been
through the Great Depression. We have
been through the great recession. We
will make it through the great infec-
tion. That is what we do as a country.
That is who we are as a people.

The Senate will approve this bill
today, and the House must approve it
without delay—no excuses; no delay;
pass the doggone bill now. The Amer-
ican people have expected this for a
long time. It shouldn’t have taken this
long. Do your job. Do our job. Get this
done.

We will act out of love for our com-
munities. We will act out of compas-
sion, and we will rise to the spirit that
has made this country great.
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I have heard so many of my col-
leagues come together and talk about
wartime footing, or they have talked
about how we have mobilized in a way
that maybe the people have never seen
in their lifetimes. It has reminded me,
though, of what Thomas Paine wrote in
“The Crisis’’ during our Revolution,
which, actually, George Washington
read to his troops. Here is what Thom-
as Paine said:

I call not upon a few but upon all; not on
this state or that state, but on every state;
up and help us; lay your shoulders to the
wheel; better have too much force than too
little, when so great an object is at stake.

Let it be told to the future world, that in
the depth of winter, when nothing but hope
and virtue could survive, that the city and
the country, alarmed at one common danger,
came forth to meet and repulse it.

We were taught in Sunday school
that our struggles lead to persever-
ance, that perseverance leads to char-
acter, and that character gives us hope.
We will get through this, America. We
will start with this bill. We have a lot
more work to do, but to my colleagues:
Do our jobs. Get it done. No excuses.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
LOEFFLER). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, the
people in this Nation are hurting. We
know that. They are very concerned
about their own health. They are wor-
ried that they may be carrying the
virus and may take it home to their el-
derly parent, who could come down
with the virus. They are worried about
how long this social distancing and
commuting from home and staying at
home are going to be required in order
to control the spread of the virus. They
are worried about their economic cir-
cumstances, whether they are going to
get a paycheck.

I am pleased that, today, we have an
agreement with our leaders to move
forward on the third stimulus package
to deal with this crisis of COVID-19.

I, first, want to express my apprecia-
tion to our leadership. I have been in
daily, almost hourly communication
with Senator SCHUMER, and I know how
hard he has worked to make sure that
this package really deals with the med-
ical emergency we have and deals with
the workers, to make sure they are
protected and they are protected in
whatever we do; that it provides the
help for State and local governments;
that it provides the much needed at-
tention to these particular issues; and
that we have accountability for any of
the monies that are going particularly
to our largest companies in this coun-
try.

So I want to express my apprecia-
tion. I am very pleased that our first
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priority—our very first priority—is to
deal with the public health challenge.
This is including what is happening in
my State of Maryland and what is hap-
pening in every State in our Nation.

I am pleased that in our State it is
“Team Maryland.”” Our congressional
delegation is working very closely with
Governor Hogan and his cabinet, and
we are working closely with our county
executives and our mayors and our pri-
vate sector to do everything we can to
protect the public health of the people
of our State.

We have done what we can locally to
make sure that testing is available so
we understand the dimensions of this
problem, and the Governor has taken
extraordinary steps in order to in-
crease our medical capacity in the
likelihood that we are going to see a
significantly increased number of those
people who have the coronavirus.

Yes, we need to stay at home unless
there is an urgent reason for us to be
outside. I am frequently asked by my
friends why don’t we do as much as we
can in the U.S. Senate remotely. I
think we should, including voting. So
we need to distance ourselves and mini-
mize social contact in order to prevent
the spike of this disease, which would
test our medical capacity to handle it.

So I was pleased that the third sup-
plemental—the agreement that has
been reached that we will vote on,
hopefully, today—does have a surge in
our medical capacity, a Marshall Plan,
to deal with our healthcare needs.

I could go through a lot of the spe-
cifics. I think some have already been
gone through, but I particularly appre-
ciate the fact that we have $100 billion
for our hospitals and healthcare facili-
ties, including clinics, in this bill. I am
pleased that there is a 20-percent in-
crease in hospital reimbursement
rates.

I thank Senator GRASSLEY and Sen-
ator WYDEN for including in that provi-
sion a unique clause for the Maryland
hospitals so that they can be qualified
for this. As I think some of you know,
Maryland has an all-payer rate struc-
ture, and we had to make sure that
these provisions would apply in Mary-
land. I thank them for their attention
to that detail.

There is also money in here for our
hospitals to be ready for preparedness,
which I think is extremely important.
And there is a separate line appropria-
tion for our community health centers
and our federally qualified health clin-
ics. That is critically important there.
They are being stressed as the needs
are increasing and as the cost of treat-
ment is increasing.

We need to replenish the national
stockpile. We know the concerns for
protective gear. We know that. We
know that ventilators and respirators
are in short supply. We have to make
sure that we have adequate replace-
ment of what has been taken out of our
national stockpile and available now to
deal with the surge that is coming
under any scenario, so that our
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healthcare workers have the protective
gear that they need and our patients
have the medical facilities and the res-
pirators that they need.

We have also plussed up the work
being done to deal with the develop-
ment of a vaccine. I am pleased that
NIH is getting the monies they need in
order to do the work. We know that we
are not going to have a vaccine in time
this year, but we want to make sure
that we get it as soon as possible and
that it is on a fast track. These funds
will help us develop that vaccine for
the future needs of controlling this
type of a virus.

But, in the meantime, we are also
putting resources into therapeutic
drugs—drugs that could help people
who are sick today. Those drugs are
not yet available, but we want to make
sure we do everything we can to make
them available as soon as possible.

FEMA, or the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, has been bumped
up substantially in this bill and for
good reason. That brings me to the
point that is a major improvement
that has been brought to this legisla-
tion to help our State and local govern-
ments. They are the frontlines of pro-
viding these public health needs, and
we need to provide them the resources
they need. So FEMA needs to be prop-
erly appropriated. We have the money
in here to help FEMA, but we also need
direct help for our local governments
to deal with this problem. We see that
our State and local public health offi-
cers are getting extra money for better
reporting, so that we know exactly
what the status is in each of our com-
munities. All of that is important for
our Marshall Plan to control this dis-
ease and to get it under control.

But I wanted to take this time to
talk about a matter that I was working
on for small business, and I mention
that, recognizing that we have to get
our economy back on track. The best
way to get our economy back on track
is to get this virus controlled, enable
people to be able to get out, to work, to
buy, and to participate in our econ-
omy. That is the best thing we can do.
But this package also recognizes that
unless we help businesses and workers
today, we are not going to be prepared
for our economy when we are able to
rebound.

So my role as the senior Democrat on
the Small Business Committee, work-
ing with Senator RUBIO, the chairman
of that committee, was to make sure
that we had a robust provision to pre-
serve the growth engine and innovation
engine of our economy, and that is
small businesses. There is more job
growth for small companies, and there
is more innovation for small compa-
nies. We need to preserve the ability of
small companies to get through this
time.

Quite frankly, they don’t have the
same deep pockets that large compa-
nies have. They don’t have the same
availability of credit that large compa-
nies have. They don’t have the same
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banking arrangements that large com-
panies have. They don’t have the flexi-
bility that large companies have. So we
have to provide special attention to
small businesses, and this package does
that in a very, very robust way.

I already mentioned Senator RUBIO. I
thank him for his leadership. The two
of us were working together well before
this week, and that is why we were
probably further along in helping small
businesses than the other parts of this
package dealing with the various eco-
nomic areas.

Senator SHAHEEN was a valuable
Member of our team. I have worked
with Senator SHAHEEN on small busi-
ness issues for a long time. She was a
key player in putting together the
package that we have to present to our
colleagues here in the U.S. Senate.

I also want to acknowledge Senator
COLLINS.

It was the four of us who were meet-
ing regularly and communicating regu-
larly and who recommended this pack-
age that we will shortly be voting on as
it relates to small business.

Also, if I could, I would like to ac-
knowledge members of my own staff
who have worked literally 24/7. I have
talked to them at various times during
the night and day. It has been very
stressful for all of us, but our staffs get
no rest whatsoever.

So to Sean Moore and the entire staff
on the Democratic side of the Small
Business Committee, thank you on be-
half of America’s small businesses and
workers and on behalf of our country.

And to Ron Storhaug on my staff,
who has been working on a lot of these
provisions in regard to the tax issues
and in regard to a lot of these issues, I
thank him for all of his work.

And to Lauren Jee, who is our health
person, who has not only helped us put
together this small business package,
but she has been available to help
Maryland health providers and patients
to try to get through where we are
today. All of that is reflected in the
bill we will be voting on later.

I know on the Republican side, there
has been dedicated staff who have done
equal work to ensure that we have a
bill that we can present today.

Let me go over, if I might, some of
the provisions we have in here for
small businesses. We have three new
programs—three new  programs—to
help small businesses in our commu-
nity. They will have different titles,
but every one of them provides grant
help to small businesses. I want to re-
peat that. You might hear this is a
loan. No, these are going to be funds
that go to small businesses that do not
have to be repaid. These are grant
monies. Why? Because a small business
owner can’t incur more debt today
when they have no idea how they are
going to be able to survive in the fu-
ture. We have to provide immediate
help—immediate help. It has to be sub-
stantial, and it has to be in a way that
they know that they are not encum-
bering their future. And that is what
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we do. We want to get the message out
that this is going to be immediate help
to help America’s small businesses.

One program provides $350 billion of
relief to small companies under 500 em-
ployees—3$350 billion. It is triggered by
going to your financial institution and
getting what is known as a 7(a) loan.
But let me caution you, it is going to
be forgiven if you follow the rules here.

You go to a bank or a financial insti-
tution; you do a 7(a) loan; it is 100 per-
cent guaranteed by the Federal Gov-
ernment, so the bank has no risk factor
here. There are no payments due for a
year. So, even getting into this loan,
there is no obligation for cash outlays
on behalf of the borrower. The fees
have been waived, so this is a cost-free
opportunity to get the cash you need
to keep your small business open. That
is the purpose of this new program
under the Small Business Administra-

tion.
The amount of the loan: You take
your average payroll Dbefore the

coronavirus was here—you take your
monthly average payroll and multiply
it by 2.5. Basically, what you are get-
ting is 2 months of payroll for your
workers plus an extra—it comes out to
an extra 25 percent of your payroll be-
cause it is 2 months of that.

Now, what are the eligible expenses?
What can you use this for? Well, you
can use the 2 months of payroll for
payroll. Pay your workers. Keep them
employed. It saves you the cost of re-
hiring if you had to furlough or lay off
workers. You can keep them employed.
You can use the extra funds to cover
the expenses that you have on their
healthcare or related expenses.

You can use the extra 25 percent for
rents or mortgage payments or utility
bills. So it gives you cash to conduct
your business for the next 2 months. It
gives you the ability to keep afloat so
that you are ready to rebound when the
economy rebounds.

Who is eligible? As I said, companies
under 500, but we went beyond the tra-
ditional 7(a) eligibilities. For the first
time under 7(a)s, we are also allowing
nonprofits to be able to get into this
program so that they will also be able
to stay afloat because we know the im-
portant work that nonprofits do for our
community. They are also eligible.

And we gave some relaxation to the
500 rule for locations—for restaurants
or hotels that have multiple locations.

This is a program that is aimed at
keeping businesses open and ready—
small businesses—for when we get
through this coronavirus. Then this
amount of money that you borrowed is
totally forgiven—totally forgiven—if
you maintain your workforce to the
precoronavirus level or bring back your
workforce to the precoronavirus level
during the stated period of time of this
bill.

So, if you keep your workforce or
bring back your workforce, the govern-
ment is going to help you maintain
your ability and make sure your work-
ers get paid and their benefits are
maintained.
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It works very well with the other
provisions that are in other parts of
this bill, such as the unemployment in-
surance benefits. Yes, if you furlough
workers, you can collect unemploy-
ment benefits at basically full salary
for the next 4 months, so that is also
available to small businesses. But we
want you to also know that you can
keep your employees employed—there,
ready for the business to rebound—as
we hope it will shortly.

So that is just one program. We have
other programs available. We have a
new program which is labeled as a
grant, a $10 billion grant program for
emergency cash availability for small
businesses.

There are many small businesses
that have a hard time going to a bank
and getting a commercial loan. There
are many small businesses that need
cash today; they can’t wait for that
process to work its way through to get
that check from the Small Business
Administration through one of their fi-
nancial institutions. It is going to take
a little bit longer for them to be able
to get that done.

So we have emergency disaster relief
loans in the first supplemental. We
made it clear that small businesses
qualify for emergency disaster relief
loans if they have been adversely im-
pacted by the coronavirus. These are
direct loans coming out of the Small
Business Administration. These are not
loans that are from financial institu-
tions.

We have included that in the first
supplemental. We now allow you to
make that application, and with that
application, if you need to get cash im-
mediately, the SBA can write you a
check for up to $10,000. And we want
that done within 3 days. We want that
money out in days, not weeks. We hear
that all the time from small busi-
nesses: We need help now.

I was pleased to work on this pro-
gram. I filed legislation on it. This is a
need that is out there today and will be
available to small business owners.

Now, we have a third program. Those
are two programs where you can get
this, basically, 2-month help from the
Federal Government to pay your pay-
roll and related expenses. You can get
a $10,000 immediate cash advancement
on that through applying for a disaster
relief loan and showing a need at this
stage.

Then, there is a third program. There
are many small businesses today that
have existing loans under the Small
Business Administration. These are
7(a) loans or 504 loans. The 7(a) is the
traditional loan. The 504 are the larger
loans.

What this bill does is provide $17 bil-
lion of relief so that those who have
these existing loans do not need to
make any payments on those loans.
They are forgiven for the next 6
months.

I particularly want to acknowledge
Senator CooNs’ work on this. This is a
bill that we have been working on, and



March 25, 2020

it is only reasonable—we are asking
others to relieve debt. Let us do it for
our small businesses under the 7(a) and
504 programs.

So there are a lot of provisions here
that help our small businesses. I want
to tell you that, in addition to those
three I just mentioned, I am pleased
that we do have contract protection in
this bill. Let me explain what that
means. If you are a business and have a
contract with the Federal Govern-
ment—this applies to all businesses,
not just small businesses, but small
businesses are particularly impacted
by it—but you can’t perform that gov-
ernment contract because you can’t
get access to the facility because it is
shuttered as a result of the
coronavirus, this bill allows the Fed-
eral Government to make sure you
have adequate funds available to pay
your workers so that those individuals
who should have been working at the
Federal facility will get paid during
this period of time.

We have also provided money for the
Women’s Business Centers and the Mi-
nority Business Development Agencies
that are there in our community. Why?
Because we have got to get the mes-
sage out to small businesses about
these new tools, how they can access
banks to get these 7(a) loans that are
forgiven—that are actually grants, how
they can apply to the Small Business
Administration for disaster relief loans
and get a cash advancement and how
they can get relief from their current
7(a) and 504 loans.

So we give money to these entre-
preneur service groups so that they can
help women businesses and minority
businesses get access.

We have also put a clear intent that
we expect the financial institutions to
make loans to all size small businesses
in all communities so that all commu-
nities can benefit from this legislation.

We have increased the size of Express
loans under this. And I just want to
compliment the work of other working
groups, particularly on the tax provi-
sions. I was very pleased to work with
Senator WYDEN. The two of us worked
on what is known as a retention credit,
which allows companies that have fur-
loughed workers to bring those work-
ers back and get a credit up to 50 per-
cent of that wage, up to $10,000, as a
tax credit in order to bring back those
workers.

Well, for some small businesses, that
may be a better option than what I
have outlined before in regard to the
2% months of aid based upon payroll.

You have a choice. If you can do bet-
ter under the retention credit—it is a
new credit—use that credit; if not, use
the other. Small businesses are given
more flexibility.

Thank you, Senator WYDEN, for help-
ing us. I also want to acknowledge Sen-
ator WARNER, who was very instru-
mental in getting that provision adopt-
ed.

So you see that there are a whole
range of tools in here to keep small
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businesses operating—paying  their
workers—so that they don’t have to re-
invent their employees after this crisis
is over, so that they can keep qualified
people employed, they get the pay-
checks, and our economy is ready to
get back into shape.

Now, there are many other provisions
in this bill, including the cash pay-
ments under the IRS—$1,200 per tax-
payer—that will help in this regard.
When you put this all together, this is
a robust package to hold our economy
so that it can perform at a level that it
is ready to take off again without the
dire consequences of people not having
income in order to pay their bills.

Through these small business provi-
sions, small business owners can keep
their businesses intact. Through unem-
ployment insurance, those who are laid
off or furloughed can get their salaries.
Through the IRS checks, people will
have some cash. Through some of these
other programs, we are providing re-
lief, like delaying the time of paying
the employer share of the FICA taxes.

You put that all together, there is a
lot of help out here to keep our econ-
omy going during this crisis, with par-
ticular focus on the workers and on
small business.

The last point I should point out, the
self-employed, the gig economy, are
fully covered under the small business
provisions. They are fully covered
under the UI provisions. We are trying
to make sure that we preserve our
economy; that we preserve workers and
their families and their abilities to pay
their bills.

I think, when you take a look at this
whole package, the challenge will be to
get the information out to our con-
stituents, to these businesses, to these
workers, so they know what is in this
package so that they can act now be-
cause, quite frankly, people are des-
perate, companies are desperate.

When malls are closed, as they are in
Maryland, and you are operating a
small business in that mall and have
no business at all, you don’t know how
you are going to make your next pay-
roll, you have to make decisions today.

That is why it is important that we
vote on this bill today, we get it to the
President as soon as possible, get the
information out to the small busi-
nesses and to the workers and to all
businesses that we are here to help
keep them open, to keep the paychecks
flowing, to keep our economy moving;
that we are in this together. We are
going to get through this period of
time. Our economy is going to come
back.

We want you to know to take advan-
tage of these tools so we can minimize
the adverse impact of the coronavirus.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma is recognized.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES
TECHNICAL SERGEANT MARSHAL ROBERTS

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President,
this morning, Technical Sergeant Mar-
shal Roberts of Oklahoma came home.

S2031

It was a dignified transfer in Tulsa,
OK, early this morning. There were a
lot of people who wanted to be there
but, because of COVID-19, could not. A
lot of other folks were.

Technical Sergeant Marshal Roberts
was killed in Iraq Wednesday, March
11, when his unit was engaged by direct
enemy fire while they were sleeping.
He was 17 miles north of Baghdad.

He was deployed by the 219th Engi-
neering Installation Squadron, the sub-
ordinate unit of the 138th, out of Tulsa,
OK. He was in the process of building
communications infrastructure as part
of the fight against ISIS. The operation
that Roberts served in, Operation In-
herent Resolve, has been a vital part of
protecting our Nation and bringing sta-
bility to the region.

Roberts enlisted in the Oklahoma Air
National Guard in May of 2014. He was
killed in action as the first Oklahoma
Air National Guardsman who has died
but the 20th Oklahoma National
Guardsman who has died since Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

The perpetual comment that I heard
from the folks to whom I spoke about
Tech Sergeant Roberts was that he was
one of the good guys; he was always
known for having a smile on his face;
he was selfless; and he served others all
the way to the end.

The night of the attack, there was a
truck launcher that fired off 30
Katyusha rockets at their camp as
folks were sleeping. Eighteen of those
rockets landed inside the camp facil-
ity.

As the noise happened around them,
Sergeant Roberts told his fellow air-
men to get up, get going, and get their
body armor on. As he stepped away to
go warn other people to do the same,
the rocket came. But he saved the lives
of some of the people standing right
there whom he had told to get their
body armor on.

He was posthumously promoted to
technical sergeant.

He was born January 29, 1992, in
Tulsa, OK. Marshal’s parents, Sally
and Randy, raised him in Owasso, OK,
where he graduated from Owasso High
School.

He has a beautiful daughter, Paityn,
who has been the love of his life. On
November 15, 2018, Marshall was mar-
ried to Krissy Harris. She was also in
the 138th. They met and started dating,
both being part of the Air National
Guard.

Their deep love for God, their deep
love for their country, and their obvi-
ous love for each other was a signifi-
cant part of the 138th. Everyone who
knew them, knew what they were like
and were glad to be called their friends.

He was a brother, he was a son, he
was a father, and he was a husband.
Our State and our Nation grieves him
today coming home.

A fun story about him and Krissy,
though, is that they met and started
dating, as I mentioned, while they were
both serving in the 138th. She had been
in the 138th for 15 years. So she had ac-
tually been there longer. They dated
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for 4 years before they got married in
2018. They had been married just less
than 2 years.

They were both avid football fans,
but there was a major problem. Krissy
is a Kansas City Chiefs fan, and Mar-
shal was a Pittsburgh Steelers fan.
That is a problem—definitely. But he
fixed that by proposing to Krissy at the
Steelers-Chiefs game.

I have to tell you that for the family,
for the folks who stood there today in
Tulsa as he came home, they found a
way to love each other and found a way
to serve each other. And to the very
end, they are still sacrificing for the
country. Because of the COVID-19 that
is happening right now, they have cho-
sen not to have a public memorial serv-
ice—in a close time for the family—and
they are delaying that time until it is
safer for all of the family and for all of
the community to be able to partici-
pate. Literally, their family continues
the grief and the weight—one more sac-
rifice for their country and for their
community.

Today, all of Oklahoma is using a
hashtag to share messages with the
family—a simple hashtag: “#TSGT
Marshal Roberts’”; that is, hashtag
Technical Sergeant Marshal Roberts, if
you want all of the abbreviations on
it—to share a message of support and
love for the family.

Our Nation is grateful, and we grieve
with you for the loss today. Thank you
to him and to his family for wearing
the cloth of our country and for doing
everything our Nation asked of him to
the very end. Our Nation lives in free-
dom because of folks like Marshal Rob-
erts, and we will continue to stand
with Krissy and Paityn and with their
family.

With that, I yield.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PERDUE). The Senator from Oklahoma.
CORONAVIRUS

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, we
are in the process of passing a very
large economic package to help sta-
bilize our economy through the middle
of all that is happening with COVID-19
globally and in the United States. The
heart of the package we are passing
today is almost identical to what we
brought Sunday night, which was a bi-
partisan proposal, which ranking mem-
bers and chairmen of all the major
committees had worked together to get
done. The key elements of it are still
there. It has unemployment insurance
for Americans, including a $600 plus-up
to go through the process. There is sup-
port for small businesses that will pay
the payroll. We don’t want individuals
to end up on unemployment insurance.
It is better if they stay connected to
their same company. It has a unique
new proposal that is built in to say a
small business can go to any bank rap-
idly to get a loan there, which will con-
vert into a grant if they maintain their
current employee numbers. That keeps
people connected to their business and
keeps people assured of a job at the end
of all this when it finishes out.
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It has a grant program for larger
businesses that is designed to say: If
you are a very large company, you are
not going to get a grant; you are going
to get a loan in this process. At the
moment you get a loan and, if you
don’t have capital and you don’t have
access to it right now because of all
that is going on, you could get that.

This also has a feature built in where
individuals will receive a check for
$1,200. Every adult does. That is built
in to get immediate economic support
to all those folks across the country.

All of those features were already in
the bill through Sunday night. There
have been some tweaks that some folks
have brought up that some of our
Democratic colleagues wanted to en-
gage in. Many of those changes have
been heard and been added, and to
some we have said: Absolutely not, it is
not connected to COVID-19 at all.
There are things that some of our
Democratic colleagues wanted to make
sure got in. Through all the negotia-
tions, some of these things were
changed. For instance, they wanted to
make sure that energy companies
couldn’t get any support. So they
fought hard to make sure there is no
additional money for the President
buying additional oil to put in the stra-
tegic petroleum reserve at this lowest
price now. So it will actually cost us
more money in the future. But it was
their intention to say that we don’t
want oil companies to get any support
in this downturn.

They also wanted to make sure there
was great transparency because they
didn’t trust the Trump administration.
So they built in an inspector general
and additional people to watch the
Treasury through the process. They
put in a neat little feature they de-
manded, which was that no son or
daughter or family member or any in-
dividual that works with the Presi-
dency, Vice Presidency, or the Con-
gress could get any of—not the grant
programs—the loan programs. In fact,
the language they demanded was inter-
esting: No son-in-law could get that. I
wonder: Who could that be targeted to-
ward? A particular son-in-law that
might be there.

Literally, a lot of this fight we have
had over the last 3 days is because they
were demanding that there was no way
the President or any of his family
could get any kind of loan or benefit
from this program at all. We spent 3
days—3 days of delay—because they
had some additional demands for some
things they wanted to do, significantly
targeted to a lot of the President and
his family. I understand they don’t like
the President. I get that. We want to
do everything we can to protect the
workers. That is why we had all of
these programs in place already and
why we had done a lot of bipartisan
work to get it done. It is done now.
Let’s get it going.

Our encouragement is to have the
House finish this up as quickly as pos-
sible and to get the support to the
American people.
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What has been interesting, though, is
in the speeches that I have heard on
the floor today from my colleagues and
from many individuals in releases I
have seen, folks have mentioned their
prayer. They have mentioned: With
God’s help, we are going to get through
this. They have mentioned the struggle
we are going through as a nation and
how we are praying for each other.

It keeps reminding me of something.
It is a very old psalm of ascent, Psalm
121. When the Jews would come into
Jerusalem for the different feasts, they
would sing these psalms of ascent as
they came off the eastern hills and
would start rising up toward Jeru-
salem. The song they would sing, I
think, is pertinent for our time right
now. Psalm 121 reads:

I 1ift up my eyes to the mountains.
Where does my help come from?

Remember that the mountains here
are the capital city Jerusalem. It is the
seat of government for them and the
center of worship. But it is the seat of
government for them.

They would sing:

I 1ift up my eyes to the mountains.

Where does my help come from?

My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of
Heaven and Earth.

He will not let your foot slip.

He who watches over you will not slumber.

Indeed, he who watches over Israel will nei-
ther slumber nor sleep.

The Lord watches over you.

The Lord is your shade at your right hand.

The sun will not harm you by day, nor the
moon by night.

The Lord will keep you from harm.

He will watch over your life.

The Lord will watch over your coming and
going both now and forevermore.

It is interesting to me that the peo-
ple would come in marching into Jeru-
salem, the seat of government, singing
the song:

I1ift up my eyes to the mountains.
[But] where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord.

Of all the things that are going on in
Washington, DC, right now, you will
hear people repeating over and over:
Our hope is not in government; our
hope is not in how much money we can
spend.

We understand full well, when we lift
up our eyes to the mountain—to this
hill. We understand full well where our
help comes from, and it is not from all
the folks in this room. Our help comes
from the Lord, and we are grateful that
He neither slumbers nor sleeps.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, the
deadly coronavirus that emerged from
China late last year has now spread
across the globe. The Chinese Com-
munist Party deceived the world, even
their own people, and unleashed the
worst pandemic in a century on us all.
Now it falls to us to defeat it.

Here at home, a strange and unset-
tling hush has fallen over much of the
country, as businesses close and mil-
lions of Americans brace for what is to
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come. In New York, Seattle, New Orle-
ans, and elsewhere, preparation for the
virus has ended. The virus has arrived
in force. The urgent battle to suppress
it has begun.

In emergency rooms and ICUs, coura-
geous doctors and nurses are already
locked in a battle to save the lives of
their patients. Protective gear is in
short supply, but their regard for safe-
ty and even family come second to
their duty. The days ahead will be a
close-run thing in those cities, as they
struggle to keep their hospitals open
and functioning. But make no mistake.
The China virus will spare none of us—
from the high-rises of the big cities to
the hills of the Ozarks.

Soon, the Senate will finally pass
desperately needed emergency legisla-
tion for our Nation, including a mas-
sive infusion of funds to our healthcare
system. But this legislation isn’t about
stimulus. It is about survival.

With this legislation behind us,
Americans are beginning to ask: What
is next? Yes, the virus is testing us al-
ready, and it has already touched most
of us by closing our churches, shut-
tering our businesses, and threatening
the jobs and retirement savings of mil-
lions of Americans and, of course,
threatening our lives. It is only natural
that so many are wondering anxiously
when and how this unprecedented crisis
will end. And when it ends, will their
jobs still there be? How will they put
food on their table? How will they pay
the bills?

Americans want to know the plans so
they can do their part. More fundamen-
tally, they want to know that there is
a plan. Upended routines combined
with worry about the future naturally
breed frustration. We are citizens, after
all, not passive carriers of a deadly
pathogen.

This frustration has given rise to a
new and growing argument that Ameri-
cans can’t wait any longer, that we
ought to open back up and take our
chances with this virus. After all, we
can’t stay inside forever. We can’t, as
the saying goes, let the cure be worse
than the disease. The urgency to stave
off economic collapse is, of course, un-
derstandable. It is also tempting to
think that we face a simple choice be-
tween shutting down to fight the virus
and opening up to save the economy,
but the choice is not so simple.

Some thoughtful observers note that
the seasonal flu and automobile acci-
dents kill more Americans annually
than has this virus. That is true as far
as it goes, but we are just at the begin-
ning of this pandemic. I have to add
that the Javits Center in New York
City has never been converted into a
field hospital for the flu or car wrecks.

Granting that, some say, perhaps we
can reopen in a few days since our el-
derly are most at risk from this virus.
Quarantine them. Keep them safe, the
argument goes, while the rest of us get
back to work. Yet there are 72 million
Americans who are over the age of 60 in
this country. Many of them raise chil-
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dren, live alone, or work outside the
home. They can’t wall themselves off
from the world nor should we wall
them in.

Moreover, tens of millions of younger
Americans have preexisting conditions
that put them at an elevated risk for
this virus. Are we to quarantine all of
them too? Even younger and healthier
Americans are not safe from this pan-
demic. The China virus attacks the
lungs of the young and the old alike. Of
the cases we know, the virus appears to
send about one in seven younger people
to the hospital. It is true that survival
rates for younger patients are better,
but even their recoveries depend on
there being a functioning healthcare
system.

If we give up on our efforts to control
this virus now, our medical system will
be overwhelmed—hospitals will col-
lapse; care will be rationed; doctors
will face the terrible choice of whom to
save and whom to let perish—and not
just for patients of this virus but for
every American who needs intensive
care, whether it be from a heart attack
or a stroke or a car wreck or anything
else.

Besides, if left unchecked, this dead-
ly virus will continue to wreck our
economy as surely as it has already. It
was not President Trump who shut
down businesses, after all, and it really
wasn’t even the Governors and mayors,
though they issued the orders. Govern-
ment-enforced closures were largely
rearguard actions by communities that
had already ground to a halt due to the
virus or that would have soon come to
a wrenching stop in the teeth of the
pandemic.

Who among us would take our kids to
a restaurant tomorrow if we opened
back up? Our economy isn’t seized up
because of government dictates but,
rather, because our people are under-
standably fearful of the dangerous
virus. So an immediate reopening with-
out having the resources in place to
fight the virus isn’t an option. Our hos-
pitals would be overwhelmed, and our
brave doctors and nurses would suc-
cumb to the illness. Our businesses
would keep their doors closed or would
quickly close their doors again as
workers and customers would stay
away.

The supposed choice between saving
the economy and fighting the virus
turns out not to be much of a choice at
all. We can’t yet stop the strong meas-
ures that are in place because we have
no better option in the short run, but
neither can we continue them forever,
for the American people can only hold
out for so long. So we must come up
with a better plan and fast. That plan
starts with this big pause as we protect
ourselves and each other. We simply
don’t have the resources today to fight
any other way, but it will not end with
this approach.

We must use the precious days and
weeks ahead to lay the groundwork for
a new strategy to fight the virus—a
strategy that will allow all of us to
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gradually get back to work. For that
to happen, we will need to scale up our
ability to rapidly test for the virus, as
they have in South Korea, so that we
have a sense of where the virus is and
where we must keep it contained.

Already, America’s public labora-
tories and companies are rising to the
challenge by processing tens of thou-
sands of tests, but our ability to test
must grow even faster, and it is. We
will need masks, too—billions of them.
We will also need local personnel who
are trained and prepared to do wide-
spread contact tracing for those who
test positive. We will have to develop
procedures for the strict quarantines of
those who test positive or for those
who have been exposed to the virus—
with zero tolerance for breaking quar-
antine and endangering our fellow citi-
zZens.

Once these elements are in place and
the first wave of this virus has passed,
then we will be prepared to reopen our
cities and communities while remain-
ing vigilant about new outbreaks.
These preparations will ensure we are
ready to sustain our way of life until
our scientists can create what we so
desperately need—therapeutic drugs
and, ultimately, a vaccine. A vaccine
may take a year or more before it is
available, but these other intermediate
precautions must go into effect much,
much faster.

America must, indeed, reopen. When
we do, these decisions must be based on
local conditions, not an arbitrary na-
tionwide timeline. Our Governors and
mayors understand their local condi-
tions. They can make gradual, rolling,
calibrated decisions in a way that is re-
sponsible when the tools to effectively
fight this virus are ready and available.

What I have outlined may seem like
a daunting and even impossible chal-
lenge, but our Nation has overcome far
greater challenges before. Already,
America is rising to take on the China
virus. The giant of American industry
is awakening and retooling our fac-
tories to join this fight just as we did
during World War II. Never bet against
Ameri